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Chronology of Events in the EEC 1987-1988 
I. GENERAL EVENTS IN THE EEC 
A. Single European Act 
July 29-30, 1987 
August 7, 1987 
November 1987 
November 17, 1987 
November 18, 1987 
The Council of the European Communities (Council) 
met in Brussels and adopted a proposed work program 
which the Council and the Commission of the Euro-
pean Community (Commission) will follow to imple-
ment the Single Act: A New Frontier for Europe. The 
program set forth general guidelines covering reform 
of the structural funds and future financing. The 
Council will meet in Copenhagen in December. to 
adopt its final position. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 
7/8) 9 (1987). 
The Commission presented a package to the Council 
and the Parliament of the European Communities 
(Parliament) proposing elimination of tax controls at 
the Community's internal frontiers. The proposals fit 
into the White Paper and facilitate completion of the 
internal market by 1992. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 
7/8) 14 (1987). 
Parliament and the Economic and Social Committee 
(ESC) gave opinions on proposals which the Commis-
sion sent to the Council on August 4, 1987. The pro-
posals were designed to help the Council formulate a 
position to be adopted by the Copenhagen European 
Council. The views given are especially important since 
the Council has failed to make any conclusions. 20 EUR. 
COMM. BULL. (No. 11) 7 (1987). 
The ESC passed an own-initiative opinion on the fu-
ture financing of the Community, endorsing the Com-
mission's proposals. Specific approval was given to the 
proposals regarding own resources, where GNP was 
considered the proper criterion of member states' con-
tributions. It endorsed the 1.4 percent general ceiling. 
20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 11) 8 (1987). 
Parliament passed opinions on proposals regarding the 
Community's future financing and on the own re-
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sources system. Parliament stressed the need to make 
the Community financially autonomous. 20 EUR. 
COMM. BULL. (No. 11) 7 (1987). 
November 18, 1987 Parliament passed a second amendment to the ]<inan-
cial Regulation of December 21, 1977 regarding the 
general budget of the Community. 20 EUR. COMM. 
BULL. (No. 11) 8 (1987). 
November 18, 1987 Parliament passed the Commission's proposals n!gard-
ing structural funds. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 11) 8 
(1987). 
November 23, 1987 The ESC adopted an opinion on the reform of struc-
tural funds. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 11) 9 (1987). 
December 4-5, 1987 The Copenhagen European Council was held and, al-
t.hough no final action was taken, substantial progress 
was made on agreements over the common agricul-
tural policy, the structural funds, and the Community 
budget. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 12) 7 (1987). 
December 8, 1987 In compliance with the White Paper, the Commission 
adopted a recommendation for a European code of 
conduct relating to electronic payments. 20 EUR. 
COMM. BULL. (No. 12) 49 (1987). 
December 10-11, 1987 A meeting of the Cultural Ministers of the member 
states was held during which the Commission pre-
sented a communication facilitating both the goal for 
an internal market by 1992 and the progress from a 
people's Europe to a European Union. The commu-
nication explains the need for increased cultural. activ-
ity, proposes guidelines, and suggests ideas to encour-
age development of cultural activity. 20 EUR. COMM. 
BULL. (No. 12) 10 (1987). 
February 11-13, 1988 The European Council, attended by the Heads of State 
and Governments of the twelve member states, agreed 
on all conclusions relating to the dossier, The Single Act: 
A New Frontier for Europe. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.2) 
8 (1988). 
February 22, 1988 The Council meeting of Foreign Ministers agn!ed on 
all points referred to it by the European Council. 
Points largely regarded budgetary management, own 
resources system, flanking policies, and the reform of 
cultural policies. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.2) 8 (1988). 
April 27, 1988 The Commission sent a communication to the Council 
setting out a Community enterprise policy. Thl! goals 
1989] 
June 27-28, 1988 
B. Foreign Affairs 
1. Trade 
December 3, 1987 
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of the policy are to improve the business environment 
in the Community, help new businesses to benefit from 
the internal market, and ensure a coherent framework 
of principles and methods. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No.4) 20 (1988). 
The Council met in Hanover and concluded that the 
Community was making substantial progress toward 
the implementation of a single market by 1992. The 
Council set up a committee to study the issue of mon-
etary union. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.6) 8 (1988). 
The Council agreed upon a proposal for a regulation 
concerning exports and imports of certain dangerous 
chemicals. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 12) 63 (1987). 
2. General Foreign Affairs 
September 15, 1987 
September 29-
October 1, 1987 
October 21, 1987 
January 5-26, 1988 
The Commission submitted a communication to the 
Council as a follow-up on the Western Economic Sum-
mit held in June 1987. At the summit, Community 
representatives discussed and agreed that special treat-
ment should be accorded to low-income, highly in-
debted countries, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa. 
20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.9) 14 (1987). 
Annual meetings of the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and the World Bank were held in Washington 
D.C. The meetings covered aspects of a plan put for-
ward by Japan to encourage direct investment in in-
debted countries by institutionalizing the principle of 
debt conversion. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.9) 18 
(1987). 
The Commission requested a regulation to extend a 
program to make foodstuffs available to people in need 
due to the harsh winter of 1987. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No. 10) 9 (1987). 
The Commission initiated the first phase of negotia-
tions on transport between the Community and Aus-
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tria, Yugoslavia, and Switzerland. 21 EUR. COMM. 
BULL. (No.1) 38 (1988). 
C. Integration of Member State Economies 
September 12, 1987 
September 23, 1987 
October 28, 1987 
October 29, 1987 
October 29, 1987 
December 4-5, 1987 
The Minister for Economic and Financial Affairs en-
dorsed the agreement reached among the Committee 
of Central Bank Governors covering measures to im-
prove the operation of the European Monetary System 
(EMS). The endorsement allows the central banks to 
set the new mechanism in place without requiring any 
formal decision by the Council. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No.9) 12 (1987). 
The ESC delivered a favorable opinion on a proposed 
directive relating to pricing of medicinal products for 
human use and their inclusion within health insurance 
systems. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.9) 20 (1987), 
In an attempt to create a European financial area, the 
Commission adopted a communication and a series of 
proposals. The communication has a goal to create an 
atmosphere of complete liberalization of capital move-
ments in the Community. The proposals would ex:tend 
the liberalization obligation to all capital movements, 
regulate international capital flows and neutralize their 
undesirable effect on domestic liquidity, and establish 
a single facility to provide medium-term financial sup-
port. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 10) 7 (1987). 
The Commission sent a proposal to the Council per-
taining to a new forecasting and assessment program 
(FAST III). FAST III would continue to consid,er the 
future evolution of science and technology, it:! eco-
nomic and social impact and its implications for Eu-
rope, which FAST I and FAST II have begun. 20 EUR. 
COMM. BULL. (No. 10) 21 (1987). 
The Council received from the Commission a proposal 
of the biotechnology action program allocating a larger 
budget to the program in order to increase the prog-
ress of the biotechnology program. 20 EUR. COMM. 
BULL. (No. 10) 22-23 (1987). 
The Copenhagen European Council was held and, al-
though no final action was taken, substantial progress 
was made on agreements over the common agricul-
1989] 
December 8, 1987 
December 17, 1987 
December 22, 1987 
January 11, 1988 
January 13, 1988 
January 27, 1988 
April 27, 1988 
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tural policy, the structural funds, and the Community 
budget. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 12) 7 (1987). 
In compliance with the White Paper, the Commission 
adopted a recommendation for a European code of 
conduct relating to electronic payment. 20 EUR. COMM. 
BULL. (No. 12) 49 (1987). 
The Commission adopted a progress report on the 
EMS covering the substantial progress made in achiev-
ing its aims of creating a framework for coordinating 
member states' economies and addressing monetary 
instability. The report also stated that progress in lib-
eralizing capital movements has been slow. 20 EUR. 
COMM. BULL. (No. 12) 14 (1987). 
The Council adopted the annual report covering the 
economic situation in the Community and establishing 
economic policy guidelines for 1988. 20 EUR. COMM. 
BULL. (No. 12) 14 (1987). 
The Commission presented to the Council an amended 
proposal for a directive concerning the reorganization 
and winding up of credit institutions and deposit guar-
antee schemes. It confirms the responsibility of the 
home authorities and lays down new provisions gov-
erning deposit guarantee schemes designed to ensure 
protection for savers. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.1) 26 
(1988). 
The Commission adopted a proposal for a second 
banking directive. Its key feature is that it would per-
mit credit institutions licensed in any of the member 
states to be free to open branches or provide services 
throughout the Community market. 21 EUR. COMM. 
BULL. (No.1) 12 (1988). 
The Commission adopted the Fifteenth Report on the 
Activities of the European Social Fund (ESF). It gave 
figures on serious unemployment problems. The 
fund's share of the Community budget is 6.35 percent. 
21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.1) 27 (1988). 
The Commission sent to the Council a proposal 
for the establishment of a uniform method of as-
sessing the capability of credit institutions to meet 
credit losses arising from customer defaults (sol-
vency ratio). 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.4) 10 
(1988). 
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June 24, 1988 
June 25, 1988 
June 27-28, 1988 
June 30, 1988 
The Council adopted a directive which will abolish all 
restrictions on capital movements between residents of 
member states. The Council also adopted a regulation 
establishing a single Community facility providing fi-
nancial assistance to member states for their balance 
of payments. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.6) 21 (1988). 
The Community and the Council for Mutual Economic 
Assistance (CMEA) signed a joint declaration on the 
establishment of official relations between the two bod-
ies. The signing is the culmination of a fourteen-year 
period of increasing contacts. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No.6) 13 (1988). 
The Council met in Hanover and concluded that the 
Community was making substantial progress toward 
the implementation of a single internal market by 
1992. The Council set up a committee to study the 
issue of monetary union. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.6) 
8 (1988). 
The Council adopted a resolution concerning the im-
provement of the business environment and promo-
tion of development of small and medium sized enter-
prises. The resolution recommends reliance on market 
forces, simpler legislation, and financial help from 
Community resources. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.6) 
31 (1988). 
D. Research and Development 
July 23, 1987 
July 29, 1987 
July 29, 1987 
The Council adopted a common pOSItiOn with the 
Commission on a proposal for a program in the field 
of research and technological development for the pe-
riod 1987-1991. The proposed framework will not be 
formally adopted until Parliament has delivered its 
opinion. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 7/8) 27 (1987). 
The Commission adopted a communication to the 
Council proposing a new crisis plan for the European 
steel industry covering the period 1988-1990. The 
plan covers all aspects of restructuring the industry to 
regain its competitiveness. 20 EUR. COMM.BuLL. 
(No. 7/8) 22 (1987). 
The Commission sent the Council a proposed regula-
tion for the adoption of the second phase of the Eu-
1989) 
September 28, 1987 
September 30, 1987 
October 29, 1987 
October 29, 1987 
October 29, 1987 
March 29, 1988 
April 11, 1988 
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ropean strategic program for research and develop-
ment in information technologies. 20 EUR. COMM. 
BULL. (No. 7/8) 39 (1987). 
The Council reached a common position for coordi-
nating research and development in the field of med-
icine and health. The plan covers the four-year period 
from 1987-1991. The Council also adopted a common 
agreement on a research and development program 
covering science and technology. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No.9) 30 (1987). 
The Council received a communication from the Com-
mission pertaining to the exploitation of renewable 
energy sources. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.9) 59 
(1987). 
The Commission sent a proposal to the Council to 
create a new research program aiming to overhaul the 
Joint Research Centre. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 10) 
11 (1987). 
The Commission sent a proposal to the Council 
pertaining to the new forecasting and assessment 
program (FAST III). FAST III would continue to 
consider the future evolution of science and tech-
nology, its economic and social impact, and its 
implications for Europe, which FAST I and FAST 
II have begun. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 10) 21 
(1987). 
The Council received from the Commission a pro-
posed revision of the biotechnology action program 
allocating a larger budget to the program in order to 
increase its progress. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 10) 
22-23 (1987). 
The Commission approved two proposals for direc-
tives for transmission to the Council on biotechnology. 
The first proposal applies to the contained use of 
genetically modified organisms through standard-
ized containment measures. The second proposal 
concerns the release of such organisms into the en-
vironment. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.3) 51-52 
(1988). 
The Council adopted a. decision on the second phase 
for the European strategic program for research and 
development in information technology. The program 
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E. General 
August 6, 1987 
will run for five years beginning in December 1987. 
21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.4) 26-27 (1988). 
The Commission sent to the Council a propOS2J for a 
directive on the acquisition and possession of weapons 
within the Community. Adoption of this proposal 
would enable member states to apply national legisla-
tion to persons carrying weapons from another coun-
try and thereby alleviate weapon checks at frontiers. 
20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 7/8) 19 (1987). 
December 10-11, 1987 A meeting of the Cultural Ministers of the member 
states was held during which the Commission pre-
sented a communication facilitating both the goal for 
an internal market by 1992 and the progress from a 
people's Europe to a European Union. The commu-
nication explains the need for increased cultur211 activ-
ity, proposes guidelines, and suggests ideas to encour-
age development of cultural activity. 20 EUR. COMM. 
BULL. (No. 12) 10 (1987). 
December 22, 1987 The Council adopted the annual report covering the 
economic situation in the Community and establishing 
economic policy guidelines for 1988. 20 EUR. COMM. 
BULL. (No. 12) 14 (1987). 
February 8-19, 1988 The Commission representative to U.N. Commission 
on Narcotic Drugs announced the Community'S desire 
to participate in the International Convention on Illicit 
Trafficking in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotrophic Sub-
stances. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.2) 45 (1988). 
February 9, 1988 Parliament adopted a resolution on the revival of rac-
ism and fascism in Europe. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No.2) 44 (1988). 
February 25, 1988 The Commission adopted a revised proposal for a de-
cision regarding the European Strategic Programme 
for Research and Development in Information Tech-
nologies (ESPIRIT) to be sent to the Council. It was 
based on the Council's common position and Parlia-
ment's recommended changes. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No.2) 37 (1988). 
March 22, 1988 The Council adopted a directive laying down proce-
dures for the provision of information in the field of 
technical standards and regulations. The directive in-
1989) 
April 27, 1988 
April 1988 
June 1, 1988 
June 14, 1988 
June 30, 1988 
August 7, 1987 
November 4, 1987 
CHRONOLOGY 473 
cludes a number of sectors excluded under a previous 
directive of March 28, 1983. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No.3) 26 (1988). 
The Commission sent a communication to the Council 
setting out a Community enterprise policy. The goals 
of the policy are to improve the business environment 
in the Community, help new businesses benefit from 
the internal market, and ensure a coherent framework 
of principles and methods. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No.4) 20 (1988). 
In Commission v. Italy (Case No. 63/86), the Court of 
Justice of the European Communities, (European 
Court) held that legislation restricting access to prop-
erty and the renting of social housing based on nation-
ality was contrary to the principle of nondiscrimina-
tion. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.4) 86 (1988). 
The President of Parliament declared the 1988 budget 
adopted. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.6) 109 (1988). 
The Commission presented a Green Paper to the 
Council and Parliament on Copyright and the Challenge 
of Technology-Copyright Issues Requiring Immediate Action. 
The Green Paper will serve as the basis for a discussion 
of copyright issues including piracy, homecopying of 
sound and audiovisual works, and computer software. 
21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.6) 9 (1988). 
The Council adopted a common position for a direc-
tive on a general system for the recognition of higher 
education diplomas. The new directive will apply to 
regulated professions for which at least three years of 
higher education is required. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No.6) 11 (1988). 
II. TAXATION 
The Commission proposals regarding the elimination 
of tax controls at the Community's frontiers were sent 
to the Council and Parliament. The proposals fit into 
the White Paper and facilitate completion of the inter-
nal market by 1992.20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 7/8) 14 
(1987). 
The Commission sent to the Council amendments to 
the proposal for a directive amending the Sixth VAT 
Directive of May 17, 1977 regarding a special scheme 
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for small businesses. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 11) 30 
(1987). 
November 16, 1987 The Council held preliminary discussions regarding 
Commission proposals for directives on the elimination 
of tax frontiers. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 11) 30 
(1987). 
November 16, 1987 The Council continued its examination of a proposal 
on the eighteenth directive regarding the harmoniza-
tion of laws of the member states relating to turnover 
taxes. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 11) 30 (1987). 
February 25, 1988 The ESC adopted a proposal in an opinion supporting 
the updating of the exemptions from turnover taxes 
and import duties in international travel. 21 EUR. 
COMM. BULL. (No.2) 38 (1988). 
III. STRUCTURE AND PROCEDURE OF THE EEC 
July 1, 1987 A proposed directive was sent by the Commission to 
the Council coordinating the procedures for awarding 
public supply and public works contracts. One of the 
main objectives is to introduce a rapid redress !,ystem 
allowing the Commission to intervene and suspend the 
contract award procedure. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No. 7/8) 21 (1987). 
July 23, 1987 The Council formally adopted the proposal for a reg-
ulation on the financing of certain environmental proj-
ects. The regulation covers detailed rules under which 
the Community may grant financial support to projects 
aimed at protecting the environment and/or managing 
natural resources. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 7/8) 55 
(1987). 
July 31, 1987 The Commission amended several decisions creating 
committees on social programs relating to sea fishing, 
road transport, and agricultural workers. The amend-
ment was made to take account of the accession of 
Spain and Portugal. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 'i'/8) 47 
(1987). 
September 12, 1987 The Ministers for Economic and Financial Affairs en-
dorsed the agreement reached among the Committee 
of Central Bank Governors covering measures to im-
prove the operation of the EMS. The endorsement 
allows the Central banks to set the new mechanism in 
1989) 
September 22, 1987 
September 28, 1987 
October 19-20, 1987 
December 8, 1987 
December 21, 1987 
December 22, 1987 
March 22, 1988 
June 19-21, 1988 
June 22, 1988 
( 
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place without reqUlnng any formal decision by the 
Council. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.9) 12 (1987). 
Representatives of the government of the member 
states appointed Mr. Peter Schmidhuber as a member 
of the Commission to replace Mr. Alois Pfieffer, who 
died on August 1, 1987.20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.9) 
7 (1987). 
The Council adopted a common position for the Com-
munity's activity in the field of telecommunications. 20 
EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.9) 30 (1987). 
The Council established a position on a system for 
rapid exchange of information in situations of abnor-
mal levels of radioactivity or of a nuclear accident. 20 
EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.9) 55 (1987). 
In compliance with the White Paper, the Commission 
adopted a recommendation for a European code of 
conduct relating to electronic payment. 20 EUR. COMM. 
BULL. (No. 12) 49 (1987). 
The Commission launched its first "Europartnership 
1988" project. The project aims to help less developed 
regions by promoting cooperation agreements between 
local firms and firms in other parts of the Community. 
20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 12) 22 (1987). 
The Council adopted the annual report covering the 
economic situation in the Community and establishing 
economic policy guidelines for 1988. 20 EUR. COMM. 
BULL. (No. 12) 14 (1987). 
The Council adopted a directive which coordinates 
procedures for the award of public supply contracts, 
keeps businesses better informed as to upcoming con-
tracts, and extends the time limit in which firms from 
other member states may respond. 21 EUR. COMM. 
BULL. (No.3) 28 (1988). 
The President of the Commission attended the West-
ern Economic Summit held in Toronto with the leaders 
of seven major industrial nations. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No.6) 15 (1988). 
The Council adopted a common position on the pro-
posal for a directive to harmonize technical rules 
with respect to construction products and con-
struction work. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.6) 27 
(1988). 
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A. Environment 
July 8-9, 1987 
July 21, 1987 
July 23, 1987 
September 7, 1987 
September 30, 1987 
October 5-7, 1987 
October 19, 1987 
October 19-20, 1987 
IV. ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH 
The Commission and the European Trade Union Con-
federation held an informational meeting on radiation 
protection. The topics discussed included a proposal 
for a Council regulation laying down maximum per-
missible radioactivity level of foodstuffs, feedingstuffs, 
and drinking water, as well as a proposal for a Council 
decision pertaining to notice in case of abnormal ra-
dioactivity or nuclear accident. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No. 7/8) 78 (1987). 
The Council agreed on two proposed directives deal-
ing with improvement of the environment. The pro-
posals pertained to emissions from diesel engines. 20 
EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 7/8) 19 (1987). 
The Council formally adopted the proposal for a reg-
ulation on the financing of certain environmental proj-
ects. The regulation covers detailed rules under which 
the Community may grant financial support to projects 
aimed at protecting the environment andlor managing 
natural resources. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 718) 55 
(1987). 
The Council adopted a common position on two pro-
posed directives on gaseous emissions from private and 
commercial vehicles. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.9) 40 
(1987). 
The Council received a communication from the Com-
mission pertaining to the exploitation of renewable 
energy sources. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.9) 59 
(1987). 
The Commission held a meeting in Luxembourg cov-
ering information regarding nuclear activities. 20 EUR. 
COMM. BULL. (No. 10) 31 (1987). 
The Council and representatives of the governments 
of member states adopted a continuation of a Com-
munity policy and action program dealing with the 
environment. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 10) 37 (1987). 
The Council established a position on a system for 
rapid exchange of information in situations of abnor-
mal levels of radioactivity or of a nuclear accident. 20 
EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.9) 55 (1987). 
1989] 
November 6, 1987 
November 8, 1987 
November 13, 1987 
November 18, 1987 
November 18, 1987 
November 18, 1987 
November 20, 1987 
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The Commission sent to the Council a proposal for a 
regulation governing the importation of agricultural 
products originating in non-member states in light of 
recent nuclear accident concerns. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No. 11) 65 (1987). 
The Council continued discussions regarding maxi-
mum radiation levels for agricultural products and 
post-Chernobyl safeguards. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No. II) 65 (1987). 
The Commission delivered opinions regarding U.K. 
draft regulations for radiation protection, pursuant to 
article 33 of the Euratom Treaty and the Directive of 
September 3, 1984.20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 11) 40 
(1987). 
Parliament adopted a directive on the approximation 
of laws relating to emission regulations for gaseous 
pollutants from diesel engines used in vehicles. 20 EUR. 
COMM. BULL. (No. II) 44 (1987). 
Parliament adopted measures regarding the approxi-
mation of laws on air pollution from motor vehicles. 
20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 11) 44 (1987). 
The Commission adopted a directive on the approxi-
mation of laws relating to the packaging, classification, 
and labelling of dangerous substances. 20 EUR. COMM. 
BULL. (No. 11) 45 (1987). 
The Commission attended a meeting of the Executive 
Body of the Geneva Convention on Long-Range 
Transboundary Air Pollution, helping to draw up a 
draft protocol regarding nitrogen oxide emissions. 20 
EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 11) 44 (1987). 
November 24-25, 1987 The Second International Conference for the Protec-
November 25, 1987 
tion of the North Sea was held, with various coastal 
states as well as the Commission attending. Conferees 
agreed to certain limits and phaseouts to dumping and 
other types of pollution and time schedules for their 
implementation. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 11) 43 
(1987). 
The Commission presented an amended proposal for 
a directive on the approximation of laws relating to 
the classification, packaging, and labelling of danger-
ous preparations. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 11) 45 
(1987). 
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November 30, 1987 
November 30, 1987 
November 30, 1987 
November 30, 1987 
December 1, 1987 
December 3, 1987 
December 21, 1987 
December 22, 1987 
January 12, 1988 
The Council reached common positions to amend a 
directive regarding sound levels of power lawn mow-
ers. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 11) 44 (1987). 
The Council agreed on the Commission's proposal of 
November 25, 1987 regarding the approximation of 
laws on the treatment of dangerous preparatiomi. 20 
EUR. COMM. BULL (No. 11) 45 (1987). 
The Council examined a proposal for a directive on 
the inspection and verification of laboratory practices 
for the nonclinical testing of chemicals. 20 EUR. COMM. 
BULL. (No. 11) 45 (1987). 
The Council examined a directive proposal for the 
approximation of laws regarding cosmetic products 
which focused on questions oflabelling. 20 EUR. COMM. 
BULL. (No. 11) 46 (1987). 
The Commission sent to the Council an amendment 
to its proposal for a regulation concerning the imports 
and exports to and from the Community of certain 
dangerous chemicals. It also amended its recommen-
dation authorizing the Commission to negotiate on the 
notification and consultation procedures for trade in 
dangerous chemicals. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 11) 
44 (1987). 
The Council formally adopted the directives on the 
emission of pollutants from diesel powered vehicles. 
The Council also adopted a Community action pro-
gram to combat environmental pollution by cadmium. 
20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 12) 61 (1987). 
The Council adopted a decision to revise the multian-
nual research and training program for the European 
Atomic Energy Community. The revision will allocate 
more funding to the field of radiation protection, in 
light of nuclear accidents like the Chernobyl incident. 
20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 12) 31 (1987). 
The Council adopted the Commission's proposal set-
ting maximum levels of radioactive contamination al-
lowed in foodstuffs and feedingstuffs following a nu-
clear accident or any radiological emergency. 20 EUR. 
COMM. BULL. (No. 12) 81 (1987). 
The Commission presented to the Council an amend-
ment extending the scope of its proposal for a directive 
on the dumping of hazardous waste at sea. 21 EUR. 
COMM. BULL. (No.1) 30 (1988). 
1989) 
January 14-15, 1988 
January 20, 1988 
January 21, 1988 
January 21, 1988 
January 21, 1988 
January 25, 1988 
January 26, 1988 
January 29, 1988 
February 10, 1988 
February 15, 1988 
February 17, 1988 
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The first European-African ministerial level confer-
ence on the environment and development was held 
in Dakar. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.1) 29 (1988). 
The Commission adopted two proposals under the 
"Europe Against Cancer" program concerning ciga-
rette labelling and maximum tar yields for cigarettes. 
21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.1) 58 (1988). 
Parliament adopted a resolution regarding Commu-
nity measures in 1988-1989 in the fields of renewable 
energy sources, energy saving, and rational use of en-
ergy. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.1) 38 (1988). 
Parliament passed a resolution on proposed experi-
ments at Trawsfynydd Magnox nuclear power plant 
regarding plant safety. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 1) 
38 (1988). 
The Commission appointed a group of officials to ex-
amine the substance of accusations concerning the 
management and movements of radioactive waste in 
and between West Germany and Belgium. 21 EUR. 
COMM. BULL. (No.1) 38 (1988). 
The Council adopted a resolution on the Community 
action program regarding cadmium pollution of the 
environment. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.1) 30 (1988). 
The Commission delivered favorable opinions with re-
spect to the Einsland and Isar nuclear power plants in 
West Germany, regarding disposal of radioactive 
waste. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.1) 38 (1988). 
The Commission sent to the Council a proposal to 
amend the Directive of November 23, 1978 on the 
approximation of the laws of the member states relat-
ing to the permissible sound levels and exhaust systems 
of motorcycles. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.1) 30 (1988). 
Parliament delivered an opinion on a proposal for a 
regulation regarding the adoption of a plan for sci-
entific research cooperation within the Community. 21 
EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.2) 36 (1988). 
The Commission sent to the Council a proposal for a 
directive which will reduce pollution from small cars 
by 50 percent. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.2) 49 (1988). 
The Commission adopted a proposal for a decision to 
implement the Vienna Convention for the Protection 
of the Ozone Layer. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.2) 49 
(1988). 
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February 24, 1988 
March 29, 1988 
April 15, 1988 
June 16, 1988 
June 16, 1988 
June 28, 1988 
B. Health 
July 8-9, 1987 
The Commission adopted a proposal for the preven-
tion of air pollution from new municipal waste incin-
eration plants and a proposal for the reduction of 
pollution from existing municipal waste incinerators. 
21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.2) 49 (1988). 
The Commission approved two proposals for direc-
tives on biotechnology. The first proposal appLies to 
the contained use of genetically modified organisms 
through standardized containment measures. The sec-
ond proposal concerns the release of such org2,nisms 
into the environment. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.3) 
51-52 (1988). 
Parliament approved the proposal for a decision on 
the conclusion of the Protocol to the 1979 Geneva Con-
vention on Long-Range International Air Pollution. 
The Protocol is intended to reduce sulphur emissions 
by 30 percent. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.4) 38 (1988). 
The Council adopted a directive amending the Direc-
tive of 1970, setting new limits for air pollution by 
diesel engines of private vehicles. The directiv(~ takes 
effect October 1, 1989. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.6) 
68 (1988). 
The Council reached substantive agreement on a pro-
posal for a decision approving and implementing the 
Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone 
Layer and the Montreal Protocol on Substances that 
Deplete the Ozone Layer. The Council also agreed on 
a proposal to regulate substances which deplt~te the 
ozone layer. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.6) 68 (1988). 
The Council reached an agreement in principClI on a 
proposed directive to limit the emission of pollutants 
from large combustion plants. The proposed directive 
would take effect in three stages from 1993-2003.21 
EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.6) 68 (1988). 
The Commission and the European Trade Union Con-
federation held an informational meeting on radiation 
protection. The topics discussed included a proposal 
for a Council regulation laying down maximum per-
mitted radioactivity level of foodstuffs, feedings tuffs, 
1989] 
September 23, 1987 
September 28, 1987 
October 19-20, 1987 
October 21, 1987 
December 3, 1987 
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and drinking water, as well as a proposal for a Council 
decision pertaining to notice in case of abnormal ra-
dioactivity or nuclear accident. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No. 7/8) 78 (1987). 
The ESC delivered a favorable opinion on a proposed 
directive relating to pricing of medicinal products for 
human use and their inclusion within health insurance 
systems. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.9) 20 (1987). 
The Council reached a common position for coordi-
nating research and development in the field of med-
icine and health. The plan covers the period 1987-
1991. The Council also adopted a common agreement 
on a research and development program covering sci-
ence and technology. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.9) 30 
(1987). 
The Council established a position on a system for 
rapid exchange of information in situations of abnor-
mal levels of radioactivity or nuclear accident. 20 EUR. 
COMM. BULL. (No. 10) 55 (1987). 
The Commission requested a regulation to extend a 
program to make foodstuffs available to people in need 
due to the harsh winter of 1987. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No. 10) 9 (1987). 
The Council agreed upon a proposal for a regulation 
concerning exports and imports of certain dangerous 
chemicals. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 12) 63 (1987). 
December 10-11, 1987 The Commission held a European conference on the 
clinical aspects of AIDS. The conference was held in 
December 15, 1987 
December 21, 1987 
Brussels and discussion centered on the coordination 
of medical research in the Community. 20 EUR. COMM. 
BULL. (No. 12) 33 (1987). 
The Commission adopted four proposed directives re-
lating to medicinal products not yet covered by Council 
directives. These products include immunological 
products, medicinal products derived from human 
blood, radiopharmaceuticals, and nonproprietary (ge-
neric) medicinal products. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No. 12) 21 (1987). 
The Council adopted a resolution, in furtherance of 
article 118 of the EEC Treaty, on safety, hygiene, and 
health at work. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 12) 53 
(1987). 
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December 21, 1987 
February 24, 1988 
May 3, 1988 
The Commission sent a proposal to the Council on the 
protection of workers from the risks related to expo-
sure to carcinogens at work. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No. 12) 54 (1987). 
The Commission adopted a proposal for a framework 
directive on the improvement of health and safety at 
work. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.2) 45 (1988). 
The Council adopted a directive setting out basic ~afety 
requirements for all toys manufactured by or imported 
into the Community. The directive will take effect Jan-
uary 1, 1990. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.5) 45-46 
(1988). 
V. EEC RULES OF COMPETITION 
A. Commission's Enforcement 
July 31, 1987 
November 4, 1987 
November 4, 1987 
November 17,1987 
November 17,1987 
November 17, 1987 
February 3, 1988 
The Commission wrote to ten airlines to end restrictive 
practices of revenue pooling, capacity sharing, and fare 
consultation. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 7/8) 39 (1987). 
The Commission gave no objection to Royal Order 
No. 486 of December 31, 1986 in Belgium, which 
changed rules governing the Industrial Conversion 
Fund. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 11) 31 (1987). 
The Commission gave no objection to two Dutch 
schemes to assist research and development in i::1dus-
try. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 11) 31 (1987). 
The European Court upheld the March 1984 Com-
mission decision concerning arrangements involving 
Phillip Morris Inc. and Rembrandt Group Ltd. 20 EUR. 
COMM. BULL. (No. 11) 31 (1987). 
The Commission granted ECSC Treaty authori"ation 
for Reid Holdings Ltd's acquisition of Coalite Croup. 
PLC. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 11) 31 (1987). 
The Commission terminated a procedure which it had 
initiated under article 93(2) of the EEC Treaty in De-
cember 1986 regarding governmental assistance of in-
vestment and regional aid. 20 EUR. COMM. .BULL. 
(No. 11) 31 (1987). 
The Commission approved the Irish government's 
proposals to extend the 10 percent corporate tax rate 
to special trading houses that marketed products for 
1989] 
February 19, 1988 
March 3, 1988 
B. Patents and Licenses 
November 30, 1987 
March 3, 1988 
June 14, 1988 
C. Franchise Agreements 
November 27, 1987 
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companies employing under two hundred people. 21 
EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.2) 39 (1988). 
The Commission authorized the acquisition of F.H. 
Lloyd and Co. Ltd. by United Engineering Steels Ltd. 
21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.2) 39 (1988). 
In Allen & Hanburys v. Generics (UK) (Case No. 434/85), 
the European Court clarified the degree of protection 
afforded a patent holder. The Court ruled that the 
same product, produced in another member state, 
could be imported into the United Kingdom despite 
provisions of a new law in the United Kingdom pro-
hibiting such importation in certain circumstances. 21 
EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.3) 126-27 (1988). 
The Council reached consensus on a proposal for a 
directive on the approximation of laws relating to 
trademarks. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 11) 19 (1987). 
In Allen & Hanburys v. Generics (UK) (Case No. 434/85), 
the European Court clarified the degree of protection 
afforded a patent holder. The Court ruled that the 
same product, produced in another member state, 
could be imported into the United Kingdom despite 
provisions of a new law in the United Kingdom pro-
hibiting such importation in certain circumstances. 21 
EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.3) 126-27 (1988). 
The Commission presented a Green Paper to the 
Council and Parliament on Copyright and the Challenge 
of Technology-Copyright Issues Requiring Immediate Action. 
The Green Paper will serve as the basis for discussion 
of copyright issues including piracy, homecopying of 
sound and audiovisual works, and computer software. 
21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.6) 9 (1988). 
The Committee on Commerce and Distribution 
adopted two opinions concerning franchising. One 
opinion attempts to harmonize the development of this 
type of trading and the other sets out the application 
of article 85 of the EEC Treaty to franchise agree-
ments. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 12) 21 (1987). 
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D. General 
July 1, 1987 
July 29, 1987 
December 21, 1987 
February 2, 1988 
February 11, 1988 
March 2, 1988 
March 2, 1988 
April 27, 1988 
The Commission sent a proposed directive to the 
Council coordinating the procedures for awarding 
public supply and public works contracts. One of the 
main objectives is to introduce a rapid redress system 
allowing the Commission to intervene and suspend the 
contract award procedure. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No. 7/8) 21 (1987). 
The Commission adopted a communication proposing 
a new crisis plan for the European steel industry for 
the period 1988-1990. The plan covers all aspc:'cts of 
restructuring the industry to regain competitiveness. 
20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 7/8) 22 (1987). 
The Commission launched its first "Europartnership 
1988" project. The project has a goal to help backwards 
regions by promoting cooperation agreements between 
local firms and firms from other parts of the Com-
munity. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 12) 22 (1987). 
The Council met and resumed discussion of the Com-
munity Patent Convention. It also discussed th,e pos-
sibility of convening a third and final Intergovernmen-
tal Conference. The Council reached no agreement 
and referred the issue to the President and Commis-
sion to clarify technical issues. The Council alw dis-
cussed a proposal for a regulation on the Community 
Trademark and a proposal for a directive on the ap-
proximation of national legislation relating to trade-
marks. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.2) 28 (1988). 
The Commission adopted a resolution on takeover 
bids. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.2) 43 (1988). 
The Commission adopted a proposal for transmission 
to the Council for a twelfth directive to permit the 
establishment of single-member companies. Thi.s pro-
posal will give the benefits of corporate status to certain 
small and medium sized businesses and sole pI'Oprie-
torships. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.4) 44 (1988). 
The Commission adopted an amended proposal for a 
merger control regulation. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No.3) 35 (1988). 
The Commission sent a communication to the Council 
setting out a Community enterprise policy. The goals 
1989) 
June 8, 1988 
June 22, 1988 
July 29-30, 1987 
July 31, 1987 
October 25, 1987 
December 1, 1987 
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of the policy are to improve the business environment 
in the Community, help new businesses benefit from 
the internal market, and ensure a coherent framework 
of principles and methods. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No.4) 20 (1988). 
The Commission adopted a memorandum for trans-
mission to the Council and Parliament soliciting views 
on the need for a uniform European Company Statute. 
Industry views were also solicited. 21 EUR. COMM. 
BULL. (No.6) 56 (1988). 
The Council adopted a common position on the pro-
posal for a directive to harmonize technical rules with 
respect to construction products and construction 
works. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.6) 27 (1988). 
VI. EMPLOYMENT 
The Council met in Brussels and adopted a proposed 
work program which the Council and the Commission 
will follow to implement the Single Act: A New Frontier 
for Europe. The program set forth general guidelines 
covering reform of structural funds and future fi-
nancing. The Council will meet in Copenhagen in De-
cember to adopt its final position. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No. 7/8) 9 (1987). 
The Commission amended several decisions creating 
committees on social programs relating to sea fishing, 
road transport, and agricultural workers. The amend-
ment was made to take account of the accession of 
Spain and Portugal. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 7/8) 47 
(1987). 
The Commission sent to the Council a proposed di-
rective implementing the policy of equal treatment for 
men and women in statutory and occupational social 
security schemes. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 10) 30 
(1987). 
The Council adopted proposals on combatting long-
term unemployment. The Council requested that the 
Commission create a program to stimulate coopera-
tion, improve systems for the exchange of information 
and experience, and provide more statistical data. 20 
EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 12) 50 (1987). 
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December 21, 1987 
February 5, 1988 
February 24, 1988 
February 25, 1988 
May 12, 1988 
June 30, 1988 
A. General 
July 1, 1987 
The Commission sent a proposal to the Council on the 
protection of workers from the risks related to expo-
sure to carcinogens at work. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No. 12) 54 (1987). 
The Commission proposed to amend Regulations 
1408171 and 574172 regarding migrant workers within 
the Community. The general principle sought to be 
gained was a rule that family benefits are gran ted in 
the country of employment, regardless of where the 
family members reside. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.2) 
44 (1988). 
The Commission adopted a first series of proposals for 
the specific implementation of the second program for 
action on safety and health at work. The package was 
a framework directive for the health and safety of 
workers. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.2) 24 (198E,). 
The ESC adopted an opinion on a proposal for a 
directive completing the implementation of the prin-
ciple of equal treatment of men and women in statu-
tory and social security schemes. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No.2) 44 (1988). 
The President of the Commission addressed th~ Con-
gress of the European Trade Union Confederation in 
Stockholm on the social dimension of the internal Eu-
ropean market and the role of worker participation. 
21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.5) 108 (1988). 
The Council adopted a common position for a direc-
tive on a general system for the recognition of higher 
education diplomas. The new directive will apply to 
regulated professions for which at least three y,ears of 
higher education is required. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No.6) 11 (1988). 
VII. COMMERCE 
The Commission sent a proposed directive to the 
Council coordinating the procedures for awarding 
public supply and public works contracts. One of the 
main objectives is to introduce a rapid redress system 
allowing the Commission to intervene and suspend the 
1989] 
July 29, 1987 
August 3, 1987 
September 28, 1987 
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contract award procedure. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No. 7/8) 21 (1987). 
The Commission adopted a communication to the 
Council proposing a new crisis plan for the European 
steel industry covering the period 1988-1990. The 
plan covers all aspects of restructuring the industry to 
regain competitiveness. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL (No. 7/8) 
22 (1987). 
The Council adopted a directive, based on a Commis-
sion proposal, regulating the classification, packaging, 
and labelling of dangerous substances. 20 Eua. COMM. 
BULL. (No. 7/8) 57 (1987). 
The Council adopted a common position for the Com-
munity's activity in the field of telecommunications. 20 
EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.9) 30 (1987). 
November 10-11, 1987 The Commission representative attended the Afval-
tech trade affair, which announced the establishment 
November 30, 1987 
December 2, 1987 
February 4, 1988 
February 10, 1988 
of the European Network for Environmental Tech-
nology Transfer (NETT). 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No. 11) 43 (1987). 
The Council adopted the following decisions: the rec-
ommendation of the Customs Cooperation Council of 
May 22, 1984, and annexes E5 and F3 to the Inter-
national Convention on the Simplification and Har-
monization of Customs Procedures. 20 EUR. COMM. 
BULL. (No. 11) 28 (1987). 
The Commission sent to the Council a proposal for a 
directive concerning the mutual recognition of diplo-
mas as well as for directives concerning the coordina-
tion of laws regulating the medical professions. 20 EUR. 
COMM. BULL. (No. 11) 17 (1987). 
The Commission transmitted to the Council two pro-
posals for directives to approximate the national leg-
islation concerning the labelling of tobacco products 
and the maximum tar yield of cigarettes. 21 EUR. 
COMM. BULL. (No.2) 28 (1988). 
Parliament approved the Council's position on a pro-
posal for a directive amending the Directive of March 
1983, laying down a procedure for the provision of 
information in the field of technical standards and 
regulations. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.2) 29 (1988). 
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February 10, 1988 
March 2, 1988 
April 1988 
April 20, 1988 
May 3, 1988 
June 8, 1988 
June 14, 1988 
June 22, 1988 
June 30, 1988 
Parliament adopted the Council's decision regarding 
customs debt liability. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL (No.2) 38 
(1988). 
The Commission adopted a proposal for a twelf1:h di-
rective which will permit the establishment of single-
member companies. This proposal will give the bene-
fits of corporate status to certain small and medium 
sized businesses and sole proprietorships. 21 EUR. 
COMM. BULL. (No.3) 44 (1988). 
In Commission v. Italy (Case No. 63/86), the European 
Court held that legislation restricting access to prop-
erty and the renting of social housing based on nation-
ality was contrary to the principle of nondiscrimina-
tion. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.4) 86 (1988). 
The Commission sent a proposal to the Council re-
garding the promotion of cooperation between public 
electric supply companies and private electric genera-
tors within the member states. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No.4) 52 (1988). 
The Council adopted a directive setting out basic safety 
requirements for all toys manufactured by or imported 
into the Community. The directive will take effect J an-
uary 1, 1990. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.5) 45-46 
(1988). 
The Commission adopted a memorandum for trans-
mission to the Council and Parliament soliciting views 
on the need for a uniform European Company statute. 
Industry views were also solicited. 21 EUR. COMM. 
BULL. (No.6) 56 (1988). 
The Commission presented a Green Paper to the 
Council and Parliament on Copyright and the Challenge 
of Technolor;y-Copyright Issues Requiring Immediate Action. 
The Green Paper will serve as the basis for discussion 
on copyright issues including piracy, homecopying of 
sound and audiovisual works, and computer software. 
21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.6) 9 (1988). 
The Council adopted a common position on a proposal 
for a directive to harmonize technical rules with respect 
to construction products and construction work. 21 
EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.6) 27 (1988). 
The Council adopted a resolution concerning the im-
provement of the business environment and promo-
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tion of development of small and medium sized enter-
prises. The resolution recommends reliance on market 
forces, simpler legislation, and financial help from 
Community resources. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.6) 
31 (1988). 
B. Article 30: Free Movement of Goods 
August 6, 1987 
November 12, 1987 
November 18, 1987 
November 18, 1987 
November 25, 1987 
February 7, 1988 
February 11, 1988 
The Commission sent to the Council a proposal for a 
directive on the acquisition and possession of weapons 
within the Community. Adoption of this proposal 
would enable member states to apply national legisla-
tions to persons tarrying weapons from another coun-
try and thereby alleviate weapons checks at frontiers. 
20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 7/8) 19 (1987). 
The Commission adopted a proposal for a directive 
regarding the approximation of laws of the member 
states relating to electromagnetic compatibility. 20 EUR. 
COMM. BULL. (No. 11) 18 (1987). 
Parliament adopted an opinion supporting an amend-
ment to the Directive of March 28, 1983, laying down 
a procedure for the provision of information in the 
field of technical standards and regulations. A similar 
opinion was passed regarding agricultural products. 
20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 11) 17 (1987). 
The ESC delivered an opinion on the Commission's 
Green Paper on the development of a common market 
for telecommunications services and equipment. 20 
EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 11) 27 (1987). 
The Commission adopted its most ambitious proposals 
for a directive on the approximation of laws of the 
member states, trying to complete the internal market 
by 1992. Proposals centered on removing barriers 
which are based on differing safety standards in ma-
chinery. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 11) 18 (1987). 
The Council Decision of December 22, 1986 regarding 
standardization in the information technology fields 
was put into effect. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.2) 37 
(1988). 
The Commission sent out a program for action re-
garding its June 1987 Green Paper on the develop-
ment of telecommunications services within the Com-
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February 24, 1988 
February 29, 1988 
March 3, 1988 
May 16, 1988 
C. Capital Movements 
September 12, 1987 
October 28, 1987 
mon Market to stimulate competition in this field. 21 
EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.2) 36 (1988). 
The Commission sent to the Council a proposal to 
extend coverage of the Directive of December 16, 1986 
regarding legal protection of semi-conductor topog-
raphies to persons from other countries. 21 EUR. 
COMM. BULL. (No.2) 31 (1988). 
The Commission approved a regulation on applying 
the "originating products" principle by the Community 
under the Harmonized Commodity Description and 
Coding System. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.2) 38 
(1988). 
In Allen & Hanburys v. Generics (UK) (Case No. 4~14/85), 
the European Court clarified the degree of protection 
afforded a patent holder. The Court ruled that the 
same product, produced in another member state, 
could be imported into the United Kingdom despite 
provisions of a new law in the United Kingdom pro-
hibiting such importation in certain circumstances. 21 
EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.3) 126-27 (1988). 
The Commission adopted a directive on the liberali-
zation of the telecommunications terminal equipment 
market, requiring member states to promote more 
competition between manufacturers from different 
member states. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.5) 30 (1988). 
The International Convention on the Harmonization 
of Frontier Controls of Goods became effective. 20 
EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.9) 31 (1987). 
In an attempt to create a European financial an:a, the 
Commission adopted a communication and a series of 
proposals. The communication has a goal to cn:ate an 
atmosphere of complete liberalization of capital move-
ments in the Community. The proposals would extend 
the liberalization obligation to all capital movements, 
regulate international capital flows and neutralize their 
undesirable effect on domestic liquidity, and establish 
a single facility to provide medium-term financial sup-
port. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 10) 7 (1987). 
1989] 
December 17, 1987 
June 24, 1988 
D. Trade 
July 8-9, 1987 
August 3, 1987 
August 6, 1987 
September 23, 1987 
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The Commission adopted a progress report on the 
EMS covering the substantial progress made in achiev-
ing its aim of creating a framework for coordinating 
member states' economies and addressing monetary 
instability. The report also stated that progress in lib-
eralizing capital movements has been slow. 20 EUR. 
COMM. BULL. (No. 12) 14 (1987). 
The Council adopted a directive which will abolish all 
restrictions on capital movements between residents of 
member states. At the same time, the Council adopted 
a regulation establishing a single Community facility 
providing financial assistance to member states for 
their balance of payments. 21 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No.6) 21 (1988). 
The Commission and the European Trade Union Con-
federation held an informational meeting on radiation 
protection. The topics discussed included a proposal 
for a Council regulation laying down maximum per-
mitted radioactivity level of foodstuffs, feedings tuffs, 
and drinking water, as well as a proposal for a Council 
decision pertaining to notice in case of abnormal ra-
dioactivity or nuclear accident. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. 
(No. 7/8) 78 (1987). 
The Council adopted, from a Commission proposal, a 
directive regulating the classification, packaging, and 
labelling of dangerous substances. 20 EUR. COMM. 
BULL. (No. 7/8) 57 (1987). 
The Commission sent to the Council a proposal for a 
directive on the acquisition and possession of weapons 
within the Community. Adoption of this proposal 
would enable member states to apply national legisla-
tion to persons carrying weapons from another coun-
try and thereby alleviate weapons checks at frontiers. 
20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 7/8) 19 (1987). 
The ESC delivered a favorable opinion on a proposed 
directive relating to pricing of medicinal products for 
human use and their inclusion within health insurance 
systems. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No.9) 20 (1987). 
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December 3, 1987 
E. Agriculture 
July 31, 1987 
December 4-5, 1987 
January 13, 1988 
The Council agreed upon a proposal for a regulation 
concerning exports and imports of certain dangerous 
chemicals. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 12) 63 (1987). 
The Commission amended several decisions creating 
committees on social programs relating to sea fishing, 
road transport, and agricultural workers. The amend-
ment was made to take account of the accession of 
Spain and Portugal. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 7/8) 47 
(1987). 
The Copenhagen European Council was held and, al-
though no final action was taken, substantial progress 
was made on agreements over the common agricul-
tural policy, the structural funds, and the Community 
budget. 20 EUR. COMM. BULL. (No. 12) 7 (1987). 
The Commission sent a communication to the Council 
regarding the set-aside of agricultural land. It con-
tained a proposal for a regulation to amend the Reg-
ulations of March 12, 1985 and June 15,1987, regard-
ing set-asides and conversion of production. ~!1 EUR. 
COMM. BULL. (No.1) 13 (1988). 
